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A sermon series for Make a World For Christ

Lutherans on the Move: Repent. Retreat. Charge. 

Sermon 3: Charge

Suggested Text: Luke 7, Jesus raises the widow's son

Dear friends in Christ,

The world is always on the go and it seems that we're just trying to keep up. There is always a new show to watch that everyone talks about, and we feel the need to keep up with it. There is one new technology after another and if we don't keep up we'll be left a decade or two behind. There are new ways to communicate, from texting to tweeting, that if we don't keep up with our own children may not communicate with us. People in the business world, the medical world are in a constant learning process in order not to become obsolete. The world is always on the go. 

And with all this movement going on, and all the effort it takes to keep up, it is easy for God's people to lose track of the one movement of our world that does not change. The world without Christ is ever and always moving down a road ----  toward destruction. Jesus said, "Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it (Matthew 7:13)." And as the world without Christ is ever moving toward destruction, the call of our Lord is not to "keep up" with world but to meet the world head on with the only means of salvation, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And with this Gospel the mission that God has given to His people, His Church, is to "go" or, using our word of the day, "charge."

We have been spending the last two weeks considering the Make a World for Christ campaign of the MN North District. The premise of this sermon series is that this campaign will only have a chance of success if Lutherans, by the power of the Spirit working through the means of grace, are on the move. Those movements are ONE: Repent. TWO: Retreat.  THREE: Charge. And charge is a forward motion.  You hear the word and you may think of a calvary of old. The bugle is sounded the cry goes out - “charge” and sure enough, everyone does. At breakneck speed the mounted riders sprint forward often into peril but they don't stop until the task is complete. Well, certainly our Lord sounded the bugle in the Great Commission and Christians throughout the ages have heeded the call, many times charging into peril. We are privileged to be part of the calling  to charge, to go forward in mission unto the ends of the earth – to meet our world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

As God's people we go forth following the example Jesus himself who was "on the go." In the first chapter of the Gospel of Mark we read these verses. Listen for the reason why Jesus was on the go. “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!" Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else-to the nearby villages-so I can preach there also. That is why I have come." That is why I have come indeed. He went from village to village to proclaim the Good News of kingdom of God. Jesus did not sit around. He wasn't trying to catch up to the world or wait for them to come to him. He went.  He met the world head on. He charged. For in Him was what the world then and now needs most: the love of God, the forgiveness of sins, and life. And when Jesus meets the world with His gifts, amazing things can and do happen. 

Consider one of the great stories of Scripture from the Gospel of Luke the 7th chapter. It's a story of what can happen when Jesus meets sin and death head on. For in Luke 7 we read the story of a funeral procession for a young man. His body, his grieving mother, and presumably many people lost in despair and hopelessness were heading down the road from a town called Nain. Normally, you would then as it is today, get out of the way whenever a funeral procession is on the road. We all would do that. We stop our cars. We let the procession go. But not Jesus. He came to meet sin and death head on. On this day He, with disciples and an excited crowd were coming the other way down the road - toward Nain. Jesus did not get out of the way of the funeral procession, he charged. There was one road. Two parties. Headed right for one another. 

From Luke 7:13 we read that Jesus saw the mother and “immediately had compassion on her.” From the Greek, literally, “his insides poured out to her.” You know that feeling. He had compassion. “Do not weep” he said. Then he literally brought the procession of death to a stop. He walked up to the son and simply said, “Young man I say to you arise.” And the boy sat up and began to speak. Seven words. That's all it took to destroy sin and death. When it comes to sin and death, despair and hopelessness this collision shows us we need but one thing - Jesus only.  When that boy sat up we see clearly that the power of death was killed in the collision with Lord of Life. 

This event foreshadowed the time when Jesus would destroy death once and for all by his cross. His victory would be proclaimed not by a dead boy sitting up, but by a tomb that was empty. This ministry of forgiveness of sins and life in Jesus is carried on by His Church with whom He is present in the life-giving Word and Sacraments. Jesus still meets sin and death head on in the water of baptism, His very body and blood, His word of absolution. The result of that collision- well, you remember what happened at Nain. 

Today we rejoice in knowing that in those same powerful words of Christ we have life. But there is another dimension for us today as we consider the opportunity of the Make a World for Christ campaign. It is often said that we are all on “the road of life.” For a Christian, this is literally true. The road we are on is going somewhere - it may twist and turn and take us in weird places but we‘re on a road going somewhere, mainly, Heaven. We’re on a road of life.  God Himself, in His grace, put us on this road when we were baptized in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps we, by sin, had jumped off this narrow road - but through repentance and faith in Christ we have been restored to it.  

But as we “walk” through life, understand that as a children of God, we carry the life giving Gospel of Jesus Christ. That Gospel offers all the life that Jesus gave to the young man from Nain and more. Much like the collision outside of Nain, we are walking down the road of life (this way) with the Gospel that brings life and you know this - there are people walking that way (the other way). Lost. Hurting. Without hope. Trapped in their sins and heading toward death. And God wants a collision. It is easy to step aside and avoid it. Actually, it’s the socially appropriate thing to do. But remember, Jesus brought a funeral procession to a stop, made it turn around and head back to town. That's what the Gospel does. And with that Gospel, the mission given to the Church is to charge. Not to wait on the sidelines, but in compassion, go forth boldly with the life-giving means that our Lord has given to us: Word and Sacrament, sacred page and sacred gifts. 

Charging with it to end of the earth is what this final component of Make a World for Christ is about. The mission projects of the Make a World for Christ campaign are three-fold. One is called the Wittenberg Project. The second one is to support Concordia Seminary in Nagercoil, India and the third project is support for the Mission Health Care Centers in Africa. (The preacher may include a brief summary of these projects)    

So let us, by the power of the Spirit, be Lutherans on the move. Repent, retreat and then charge with Gospel to make a world for Christ.   Amen. 

