January 24, 2011
To: Congregations, LLLs, LWMLs, Youth Groups, and Sunday Schools of the Minnesota North District
From: The board and staff of Lutheran Island Camp

Subject: 2010 and the I Love a Camper Appeal

Greetings in Christ!  

2010 was a year of great blessing to Lutheran Island Camp. Those blessings came from God through you. As we look into 2011, God is already showering us with blessings, opportunities, and challenges. Let me share with you some of the highlights of 2010 and what we look forward to in 2011.

· We were able to make over $85,000 in improvements to the camp, including $70,000 on the Chapel.
· We were able to cut over $65,000 in liabilities during 2010. Praise God.

· We had a $145,000 increase in revenue while keeping our expenses at just over 2009 levels.
· We developed new ways to work with congregations including our first circuit-wide event with the Rum River Circuit.

· Our donors helped nearly 100 youth with camperships ranging from $20 to over $200.

· Our horseback riding, creation-science, and family programs all showed increases.
· Unrestricted Donations increased significantly, allowing us to provide camperships, make improvements, and pay off debts.

· As we look to 2011, we already have commitments for over 400 campers, including huge increases in our Christ Serve Servant events and Young Scientist programs. Last year we had less than 100 campers committed at this time.
· We have over $100,000 worth of needed improvements scheduled for 2011.

· The joint campaign with the Minnesota North District is going well, but slowly.

We don’t want to lose sight of what is most important to Lutheran Island Camp. That is to provide as many opportunities as we can for God to work through creation and His word to touch the lives of young people. To that end, we have set a goal of raising as much as possible to help more children come to camp who otherwise might not be able to afford it or even consider camp as an option in their lives.  This appeal is called:
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Who will this help?


It will help every child who comes to camp by keeping our rates as low as possible. It will help us improve our facilities to make them safer and able to meet new requirements. It will help us increase the number of people who can be at camp by increasing the number of beds we have available. It will help us expand our programs to children through Day Camp and VBS programs. And, it will help us expand our offerings to children from families who are not active in Lutheran congregations.

You can participate in this effort by joining in our special I love a camper appeal on February 13th.  Congregations are asked to have a special door offering that day. Families and individuals will be encouraged to donate on-line at our website or to send their contributions directly to camp.  You can go to the website to download bulletin inserts, information for your newsletter, and information on how people can provide a campership for a child or simply make a donation that will be joined with others to help with the overall effort.

2011 is turning into a wonderful year already. We encourage you to be a big part of that by supporting this appeal, sending your children to camp, and scheduling your own time at camp.
May God bless your ministry!

In Christ,

Kenneth W. Erlandson

Executive Director

